Generic Timeline for PhD Thesis and Defense

Assume a thesis with the following parts:
· Abstract
· Chap 1: Overview of Thesis
· Chap 2: Background
· Chap 3: topic 1 (typically already published; could be multiple papers)
· Chap 4: topic 2 (typically already published; could be multiple papers)
· Chap 5: topic 3 (typically blend of published and not-published)
· Chap 6: future work

All chapter drafts should contain: text, figures, figure captions, and references.  In the below plan, I only review each chapter in detail once.

	Task (student sends to me)
	Task (I’ll return to student)
	Deadline

	Abstract and Chap 1
	
	Week 1

	Chap 2
	Abstract and Chap 1
	Week 3

	Chap 3
	Chap 2
	Week 5

	Chap 4
	Chap 3
	Week 7

	Chap 5
	Chap 4
	Week 9

	Chap 6
	Chap 5
	Week 11

	
	Chap 6
	Week 13

	Circulate semi-final thesis around group and compiles revisions
	---
	(usually a good idea to plan 3 weeks for research group review of entire thesis and compilation of revisions)

	Semi-final thesis
	
	Week 16 

	Slides for thesis defense
	Semi-final thesis
	Week 18

	Send thesis to committee
	Slides for thesis defense
	Week 19

	Practice defense
	Practice defense
	Week 19-20

	Thesis defense
	
	Week 21 (must send thesis to committee at least 2 weeks before defense)
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